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    She never took any lessons, never studied art in school, or college but somehow a woman from Topsail has unearthed a 

hidden talent within herself. “I literally compare it to just waking up one morning and being able to speak Japanese. I have no 

idea where it came from, I was one of those kids who could never draw in school,” Pike said.  Just over 40-odd years old, 

Bobbi Pike literally discovered the talent even she didn’t know she had and now her work is being viewed by art enthusiasts 

from all over the world. 

    Pike bought a house in Topsail about a year or so ago.  With most money tied up in the move 

she and her husband decided to freshen up the walls with a splash of colour themselves as 

opposed to hiring a contractor.  After painting all the walls, she moved on to a few pieces of 

furniture which she took to the basement to throw a bit of paint on so they would match the 

newly painted walls. “There were two canvases that were down there that I bought at 

Walmart years ago. I went to town on those – they turned out okay – they weren’t spectacular 

or anything,” she says.  The very next day she got an insatiable yearning to paint again. “I 

missed that brush in my hand.” 

    So, husband Geoff and Bobbi set out for the store to buy more paint and more brushes. “I 

haven’t looked back since.” Four months after she got her new paint and brushes she was 

asked to be a part of a local TV show.  “They put myself up against two other painters. 

Basically, they gave us a black and white picture of the Battery and they said ‘Here, paint this. 

You can do your own interpretation.’ It was only when we were at the gallery with our pieces that I found out they had put 

me up against two artists that had 85 years experience between them and here I was with four months behind me.” 

    Bobbi has a passion for all things Newfoundland, especially outport Newfoundland.  She was once an avid motorcycle biker 

and has seen nearly every nook and cranny of this province. “Because of an injury I can’t ride any more. I fell in love with all 

these places and these people along the way.” She says it breaks her heart that she can’t ride to them anymore. “So, this is 

how I’m expressing my love for the island now – all those little places that I visited, they’re all coming out on my canvas.” 

Bobbi has a Facebook page that has more than 2,600 followers. “I mean, it’s crazy. We’ve had people from Tanzania, 

Singapore, Australia, and France – it’s kinda cool to think that you’re reaching that far.” People interested in seeing Bobbi’s 

work can check out her work at the Christmas at the Glacier event Oct. 23-27th. She’ll also be at Queen Elizabeth High School 

on November 24th for its Christmas event as well. 

    She says she doesn’t know where the talent comes from but she’s extremely grateful for the new found gift. “I’m almost 

afraid sometimes that if I pick up a brush that I’m not going to be able to do it again.” 
 


